
DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

 
 BRIAN SCHWEITZER JOAN MILES 
 GOVERNOR  DIRECTOR 

 STATE OF MONTANA 
 www.dphhs.mt.gov PO Box 4210 
  HELENA, MT  59604-4210 

   

December 2, 2008 
 
 
To: All Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Manual 

Holders 
 
From:  Tammy Poppe, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

Officer    
Public Assistance Bureau, Central Office 

 
Subject: Bulletin SNAP 66 
 
Please place this bulletin at the beginning of section SNAP 602-4. 
 
================================================================ 
 
SECTION:      Eligibility & Benefit Determination 
  
SUBJECT:       Deductions (Shelter) 
 
REFERENCES:  7 CFR 273.9(d)(6) 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:   Upon Receipt   
 
INTRODUCTION: Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) clarified the standard utility 

allowance is allowed as a deduction when a space heater is the 
primary source of heat.   

 
POLICY CHANGE: SNAP 602-4 Page 7 under MANDATORY UTILITY 

ALLOWANCES replace the first NOTE with the following: 
   
 NOTE:  Cooling costs are electricity expenses required to operate   
  conditioner (window or central unit) and do not include  
  window fans. Space heaters do not entitle households to  
  the SUA unless it is their only source of heat.  

  
Updated manual material will be distributed as soon as possible.  Please use this 
bulletin as a guide until new manual material is available.  Contact your Regional 
Policy Specialist if you have questions or concerns about this policy. 
 


